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© A Muſick Lector : 
OR, 
The Art of Mus1CK that i ſo much vindicated in 
Chriſtendom, diſcourſed of by Way of Dialogue , 
between three men of ſeveral judgments, 


Mufitian, 

Ell Friend, we underſtand that all men in Chriſtendom 
\ A / generally do acknowledge _ to be a pleaſant and 
heavenly barmony, which delights the ears of all the No- 
bilicy, both Kings, Princes and others, yet all will not 
do ; for there be ſome men are quite againſt ir, But O how ne- 
tably did the Gentleman handle the matter in this Muſick Lettor 

for the vindication thereof, but all will not do. 

Baptiſt, Why, who are they that can ſpeak againſt this harmleſs 
Calling: in the practice of Muſick ? is there any think you ? 

Mnſ, Yes ; for yonder goes a man, Was once a Maſter of Mu- 
fick,, and a very honeſt man once ; but now he's turn'd Quaker - 
Prethee Friend let's know his ground and reaſon for it, and let's 
ſee what principle they bold, 

Bap. Friend, beware ; for Quakers hold dangerous tenets. 

Mar. Pray what dangerous tenets do they hold, that we may 
beware of them : we muſt not accuſe them before we heat them ; 
pray will you inſtance. 

Bap. Why one of their dangerous tenets is, That a man may be 
perfett and free froms ſin on this ſide the grave : and another is, They 
| deny Ordinances, or the two Sacraments, the Baptiſm of Water, and 
Bread and Wine : and another is, That 4 mas may fall away after be 
believeth, Thoſe are hortid tenets. 

Muſ. Theſe are ſirange tenets indeed, Howevery he's my old 
Acquaintance, let's venture now we have an opportunity, though 


I (hould have been afraid to have ventur'd alone ; but you being 
A 2 with 


with me, I do not queſtion but we ſhall convince him of his error : 
how think you ? 

Bep. We ſhall but trouble our ſelves with him : for there is 
nothing bur thee and thou ; they are the unmannerlic people that 
ever came. 

AMuſ. Peace 2 little; Tour bumble Servant, Sir : I am glad ts 
ſee you well, 

Quaker, Leave off thy deceit, Pſal.10. 7, 

My. Truly Sir, I am very joyful to ſee you, for I have not ſeen 
you of a long time. | 

Q4a. Mind the Witneſs of God in.thee, Fob» 1. 5, 9, 

Mus. You ſay very well, Sir ; but what do you mean by the Wit. 
neſ; of God, what is it ? 

Qua, Something that God” hath placed in thee, which bears 
Witneſs for God ; Atts 147. | 

Mu. But what do you call this Witneſs of God ? 

Qs, He that witnefſeth- for-God in every man, is Chriſt; Rev, 


DS. 
Mu. But is Chriſt within a man ; hoiv can that be ?: for he is- 
orien with the Father in Heaven : what ſtrange doctiine do you 
reach ? | 
F Q#. Search and try thy own ſelf : for, kyoweſt thou not bow that. 
Feſus Chriſt is in thee, except thou be a Reprobate? 2Cor,13.5. 
Mu. Youare right for that indeed.” But why do you bid me. 
leave off my deceir ; for what deceir cats you charge me With ? 

#. Yes: for the firſt word thopſpakeſt was deceit and vain ; 
for thou ſaidſt, Towr humble Servant, Sir, and thou walt never my 
Servant : for when did I ever ſet thee at work, and thou waſt my 
humble Servant 2+ Muſt thou-not give an account for every idle: 
word ? be{ides, he that refþetts mens perſons, commits fin; Jun,2,9.. 

Ms. But you know it i$-our cuſtom in-England ſo todo ; and 
you have done ſo your ſelf to my knowledge, - + 
Os. I do confeſs that Imas in the dark, and -had mens perſons 
in admiration : bit now the true Light is come which reproves for 
thaſ: things, glory be to the Lord for ever, And wharſoevey makes 
manfeſt is Lig t, Eph. 6; x3, | ' 
Mx. But methinks you do not ſpeak like other men; for I ne- 
ver heard of the Light wwbin till you Quakers came, 
| Qs, 
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Qs. Turn to it now, and be obedient, and it will briag thee: 
out &t the fall, and deliver thee from deſtruRion and perdition ; 
2 Tim.6, 9. 

Mu, Why our Miniſters and Fathers of th: Church of Englanl, 
are the true Miniſters of Chritt no doubt ; yet they do not bid men 
turn to the Light within, as you Quakers do. 

Qs. Fathers of the Church of Ergland, we grant they are, and: 
ſome of them Miniſters. of the Letter alſo ; but if thou couldit 
prove them the Miniſters of Chriſt, thou would do them great 
ſervice; for they cannot prove it themſelves: and they dare noc 
for ſhame ſay-that thzy are Miniſters of Chiitt, becauſe they re- 
ceive the wages of unrighteouſneſs ; Fade 11, 

Ms. Pray good Sir give me favour; mult we not acknowledg> 
them to bz the Miniſters of Chrit who preach the Goſpel, .and 
prove their Miniſtry by Scripture ? 

Qxa. The Scriptures prove no man a Miniſter of Chrilt, >ut he 
that is called of God, and choſen for that work ; Rem,1.1. 1 Cor: 
Fil, I Pet.t.1, 2 Pet. 2.1, Theſe were not of men, nor by mer, 
but by Jeſus Chriſt and God the Father, Jam. 1:1, Gal. 1, 1, 

Ms, Lord bleſs me! why is not the Scripture the Word of God, 
and a Rule for men to walk by? and do they not fetch all their 
Proofs from Scripture ? and all their building is on the Scripture x 
therefore we hear them : For they that are oi God do hear God's 
Word, do-they not ?+- 

Qua, Yea, they that are of God do hear God's Ward : - but wh 
cannot hear them, bzcauſe they preach not God's Word, b:cauſe 

hey and -not in God's. Counſel, as faith the Lord to Jeremi- 
Pr concerning the.Prieft; : For, if they hai ſtood in tay Counſel, 
ſaich the Lord, they hou!d have taught the people my Ward, and have: 
turned them from their evil wayes, and. from the eul of their doings, 
Mark, they that are Miniſters of God's Word, do turn people froar 
their evil vayes, ard from the evil of their-doings, Fer:23. 22. 
And it 1s my Faith for ever, and Ie give my Voicefor it, 1h 
they are the true Miniters of Chriſt, that turn people from darkyeſs 
to Light, and from the power of Satan to \Ged, AR, 26. 38, 

Mu. 1 mult confeſs our Miniſters are great Scholars as Owford 
and Cambridge can afford, and we look upon ſuch to be the Mini- 
Kers of rhe.Goſpel and none elſe; but yet I cannot ſay they. turn 

people. 
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people ftom their fins * Bit, pray are there no true Miniſters of 


Chriſt but they ? F 
Qua. Nay, none can be {aid to be Miniſters of Chriſt, but ſuch 


as turn people to the Lord, 

Mu. Why who then did ſend them? came they of themſelves ? 

Qs. I never fent them, (aith the Lord, yet they raw : but they ſhall 
not profit the people at ail; Jer. 23. 22, 

Mu. Truly I think they have been much better than they are 
now. 

Qua, Yea, they have loft their Courage, their Faich, and their 
Zeal ; and ſome of them have ſpued up the Common. Prayer. Book in 
their Zeal; but now they have (many of them)lickt it up again, See 


- What the Prophet calls ſuch, 1/#. 56. 10. 


Mu. Indeed our Miniſters do love their bellies too well to be 
the Miniſters of Chriſt. Truly Friend, I cannot ſpeak much for 
them : 1 ſee they feed their flock but ſparingly , but themſelves 
they feed without fear I think, for they grow in belly amain : but 
what (hall I ſay, when ſuch men as they go wrong, what ſhall be-' 
come of me that am a finner ? ; 

Q«4. Believe in the Light that ſhines in thy heart; for that 
Teacher will never deceive thee, but will make thee wiſer than 
all thy Teachers; Pſal, 119, 99, 100, | 

Mu. Your counſel is good : but me-thoughts you were a very 
honeft man and ri before you were a Quakyr ; if I were ſo, I 
fhould defire no more. 

Qs, T had a Zeal, but not according to Knowledge ; and all that 
T have given up to the Bats and to the Moles ; ſuch as come not 
forth to look on the Sun, for fear of perſecution, Job. 10.1, xT;m, 
2. 3, 12, Iſa. 2.20. 

Mx, *Tis good to avoid Perſecution as near as We can, for the 
Scrip:ures adviſe us ſo to do. 

Q«, The Thief and the Robber would climb up ſome other way; 
but ak that will live godly inChriſt Feſwa ſhall ſuffer Perſecution, 2Tim, 

« 12, 
: Mu. But Chiiſt ſayes, If they porſecute you in one City, flee into 
another. 
#, Before the Holy Ghoſt was given, which was the promiſe 


of the Father, they were mote in fear, and in the Childs Rate, till 
our 
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our Lord and Maſter was offered up for a pyttern;'to them”; then” _ 


the ſame Spirit of Chriſt came into them, and made them of the 
ſame mind for holy boldneſs and courage ; and, they loved not their 
lives to the death; and as Chriſt ſuffered in the fleſh, they do arm 
themſelves with the [ame mind.” 1 Pet, 4, 1. 

Mus. Well: but my Friend I have ſomething elſe to ſay to you, 
and I will leave theſe things to my Friend here, who is better able 
to anſwer you than I can. But pray let me ask you one queſtion, 

Qua. Uſe thy freedom. 

Mu. Why did you forſake and diſpiſe ſo harmleſs a Calling and 
PraRtice in the Art of Muſick, as you have done > Beſides, you 
burnt and brake many .good Inftruments of: Muſick, and burnt 
your Books of great price and value? and why did you burn and 
break them at Tower-Hil[? I thought to tell you of it, for it was 
an injurious thing, to make our Calling contemptible, Andit is 
well known that Muſick.ss the gift of God, and an honourable pra. 
Rice. I wonder you were not aſhamed; a man that lived ſo well 
and civilly, to go and caſt off ſuch a Livelihood, who maintained 
your Wife and Family very well and in good order ; and itis very 
-»5 490g if you had continued, you had b:en of great efteem ar 
this day. 

Qua, I have found out the true Teacher, who teaches the beſt 
Matick that ever any did learn ; who for ratity and skill out-ſtrips 
all that ever had a name; and ſuch Mulick as takes in the ears 
of God himſelf, Jer.9.24. 

Mu. Lord bleſs me ! is there ſuch a rare Mufick-teacher among 
the Quakers ? I have heard indeed, that the Quakers will com: 


rozether in one place, and fit an hour, two or three, and not ſpeak. 


word on? to another, except ſigh, groan or iveep; do yoa call 


this 200d Mubck ? 
Bap, Pray Friend, what ground of Scrip:ure have you to came 


together, where ſome do hgh and groan, and ſome do weep, What 
Edification is there in this dumb ſhow ? : 


12, The Spirit breathes in whom it [iiteth, and thou mayeit 


hear the ſrund thereof , but knowelt not from nhence it comes, nor 


whither it goes, John 3. 
Bap, Did yeu ever hear ſuch Nonſenſe as-this man ſpeaks? 


what range liuff is this?- did I not tell youy Sir,what Nonſenſe we 
ſhould have ? Ona, 
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C44, 'Are the Sctiptures Nonſenſe? | 

Mu, Hold, hold, my Friend, and be not offended at him, for 
he hath ſpoke Scripture ; only ſome Tranſlations do m:ch differ, 

Bap, All that I grant is true : but what Scripture hath he to 
prove that Silene-meeting is a Worſhip of God ? 

Q44, The three' Friends of Job, when they beheld what miſery 
he lay in, they lift up their voice and wept, and rent thzir cloaths 
indeed, and ſat down on the -ground with him, #*t ſpake nothin 
one to another for ſeven dayes, and ſeven nights ; Job 2, laſt, yet 7 
do not bring this as a prook. 

Ma, Indeed it was a long time for men to keep ſilence ; . ſeven 
dayes and ſeven nights, and not ſpeak a word ! there was never iuch a 
thing done in our days E muſt confeſs ; but Fob was a patient man, 

Qaa. I would ask thy Friend one Queſtion, and if he be free 
to anſwer me, then the thing will appear more plain. 

Mu. Vie warrant hee'l anſwer you, for he is an able man; and 
though he and I do differ I muſt confeſs in judgement, yet I knoiv 
he is able to anſwer you ; for he is. a baptized perſon, and tands for 
the vindication of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, which ate the 
Ordinances of God, y 

Qaa. And I alſo and in the defence of the holy Truth of God, 
Which was once delivered to the Saints, Jude 3. 

Bap. Well, Friend, what's your Queltion ? 

Qua, Who is it that tempts men to fin, and to diſobedience ? 

Bap. That is ſoon anſivered : for he that tempts men to (in, 1s 
the Devil, 

Q#a, Thou haſt rightly anſwered ; for God tempts no man to 
fin, neither is he tempted of any : but every man when he ts tempted 
is drawn away of hu own luft, and enticed ; and when luſt hath con- 
ceived, it brings forth ſin ; and fin when it us finiſhed, brings forth 
death, Jam.1.14, 15. 

Bap. All that is true ; you have anſwered your ſelf, 

Q«a, Then this is the Queſtion : By what means? is it by a 
vocal voice, or outward ſound that he teaches men to fin ? 

Bap. Nay I do believe that the Devil is a ſpirit, and doth not 
teach men to fin by perſonal appearance, or by a vocal voice that 
may be heard by the outward ear, 


Ms. Then we muſt all conclude, that he teacheth inviſibly and 
in 
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infilence, if not by voice nor perſonal appearance to the outward 
eye, nor outward ear ; .and by this methinks you ſeem to jultihe 
the Quakers S:lent-meetings, 

Qua. We ask no favour of him nor the2, nor any.man living, 
to worſhip our God ; neither any mans counſel or approbation whe- 
ther we are in the right Worſhip or no, but by way of Argument, 
becauſe the Worſhippers in Exgland do wonder as oaze ſo much 
at us in our Silent-meetings, Nov if the Devil do teach his to 
lye and (wear by an evil ſpirit, who is the father of all lyars ; how 
much more may the true God, who is bleſſed for evermore, teach 
his, and lead his into all Truth ? as it is ſaid, «nd they ſhall all be 
taught of God, Iſa.53.13, and in filence,as to the outward ear, the 
enemy of mans Salvation, teacheth his al[-ungodlineſs ; may not 
the Lord, that good Spirit, teach his in Gilence, to deny all ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts? . And as thou haſt ſaid, and haſt ſaid true, 
That the Devil is a ſpirit, and comes not to man to ſpeak to him 
by perſonal appearance,or a vocal voice to mens outward eary but 
yet he layes baits before the eyes of their minds, and ſnares, to 
murter and to commit Adultery,to teal and rob,over-reach,cheat 
and'cozen: and may not the Lord teach his to do to all men as they 
would b: donz by ? For, where I my ſelf had done wrong before 
Converſion came ; the Spirit of Truth brought it to my remem- 
brance again, where I had over-reacht and cheated, and made me 
to make reſtitution again | this teaching I witneſs ] and made me 
pay back again many a pound, and that with advantage alſo. Oh! 
I commend the teaching of the Spirit above all teachings. O glory 
be to his Name for ever, Exod.22, 3, Numb.6.7. 

Mu, Well, but my Friend I cannot paſs. you by any longer ; 
pray let mz: know why you forſook ſo good a Calling? 

ua, While I was taught of men, I could follow it : (viz.) 
When the Church of England was govern'd by Epiſcopal Order, I 
could follow it, andcall'd it the gift of God ; and when I became 
more lirit, a Presbyter, I made a trade of it, and never queſtion'd 
it at all: andafter that I became an /ndependart, I could follow 
it; and when I came further, and was baptized with water, and eat 
Bread and Wine with them about the year 1642. they encouraged 
me init, and ſome of them had their Children taught on the Yir- 
-ginals : bat 1 went further, and = an Antiromian (0 called) 2nd 
| thzn 


: S {av ) : 
then I could teach mens Sons and Daughters on the Virginals and 
on the Viol, and I got the two laſt years more than an hundred and 
thirty pounds a year with my own hands, and lived very high, and 
perceived that the longer I followed it, the greater in-com: I had : 
but when Truth came, 1 was notable to ſtand before it, the Lord 
did thunder grievouſly againſt this practice ; and 1 would fain have 
pleaded the harmleſneſs of jr, but no pleading would ſerve, it was 
nothing but vanity, and vexed the good Spirit of God : O it was 
hard to fleſh and blood to give it up, for it was not only my live. 
lihood, but my life wasin it : Now the Witneſs of God did often 
ſmite me for it, before I could yeeld to the Lord to give up,ſo that 
ſometimes it put me to a Rtand,and then reaſonings aroſe whether 
it was a lawful Calling ; and while I with the wrong thing Rrove 
to prove it lawful, that pure thing that was ſent of God, it took 
away my peace from me, Othe goodneſs and forbearance of the 
Lord to me ! for, what was I that the Lord ſhould Rtrive ſo with me 
left I ſhonld have gone on to my everlaſting deſtruion > Then 
was lat a land what I ſhould do for a livelihood; but the Holy. 
One caught hold on me, and ſaid, Am not I alſufficient ? give up, 
for I have a great work for theeto do. But my lite was ſo much in 
the thing, that he made me to feel his ſharp Sword, which divided 
b:tween me and my lovers. 

Ms. But Friend, you undervalue Mufick too much ; is true, 
that if in caſe you had been a Fisler, it had been no great matter 
if you had caſt it off : but to teach mens ſons and daughters on the 
Virginals ard on the Viol, it isas harmleſs a Calling as any man 
can folloiy ; How ſay you, Sir? 

Bep. Tiuly 1 do not ſee but he might have foHowed it fill ag 
heui'dit; and as you ſay,methinks it is a very harmleſs Calling, 
there is ſufficient proof of Scripture for the lawfulneſs thereof : on- 
ly in this cne thing the Quakers muff be ſingular. 

a, 1 have heard divers men, and ſome of all Religions, and 
almott all people, eſpecially thoſe of the Univerſities, do highly 
commend Muſick : but O the Truth, the Spirat of Truth, nor the 
Children of FTivih can never bear it ; but Truth and her Children 
dotrample it under foot ; 'tis Babylons Muſick, and down it muſt 
and (hall for ever. And fince I through the good hard of God had 
aneye open inme to ſce where 1 ttood, I ſoon fided with the 
Truth, 


. (x5) 
Truth, and Rood off' from the reaſoning part, and then the Zeal of 
God roſe up as hot as fire, and I greatly loathed my ſelf to ſee 
what curſed ground I Rood in, and I reckon it a happy day that 
I was redeemed out of a vain practice: At 19, 19, 

Ms. But prethee thou mad Quaker hold a little, for thou wrefls 
the Scriptures, as many of you do, to your own deliruRtions : for, 
they were CMagicrans, not Mrnaſicians, that burnt their Books of 
oreat price, ; 

Qua, That which taught them, taught me to deny ungodlineſs, 
and will teach all that will turn to it, #0 deny wngodlineſs and curious 
Arts, and is not Muſick a curious Art, wilt thou deny it ? 

Mxs.Tis true, Muſick 18 a curious Art,but will you ſay 'tis #»god/i- 
neſs ? take heed what you AAS you pull an old houſe upon your 
head : for we are no Fidlers, but are ſober men, and in a ſober Cal- 
ling, and that which delights the ears of Kings and wiſe men, and 
orave ſage men, and the honourableſt men and women in the Na- 
ion do highly eſteem of Muſick, 

Qua, That which is highly efteemed amongſt men, is abomi. 
nation to the Lord, reade e16, 15, And \vhy doſt thou make 
ſuch a difference between thoſe called Fidlers, and you who call 
your ſelves Muſicians ? for my own part,fince I came to the Truth 
It ſelf, I do ſee indeed that T being a Teacher in Muſick, it might 
have this ſtile above the other ; for I connt it was a civil Devil, 
and the Fid/er more prophane, but both are for the Lake that pra- 
Riſe it, except they do repent, Mat.9.23. Rev,18,22, 

' Ms. Are they for the Lake! I think you are for the Lake more 
likely. But prethee Friend let me ask thee one Q1eſtion more. 

Qua, Speak on. 

Ms. Doth not the Scripture ſay, 1 will bave mercy, and not ſa- 
erifice ? i | ' 

Qua. Yea, andit is a precious ſaying : happy are they that can 
receive it and underſtand what it means, 

Ms. Then truly if I had been your Counſellour, you ſhould 
never have burnt your Books, nor brake and burnt your Inftru- 
ments : for, if you could not for conſcience ſake have followed 
this Calling, then I ſhould have adviſed you to ſell them, and to 
have _ the money to the Poor : How ſay you, Sir, had not that 


been better ? 


* 
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Bap. Yes truly in my judgement it had, for then ſome body 
ould have b:en the better for ir, 

Qu. Toobey the Lord, # better than to give all my goods to the poor, 
and my body tobe burned; yet to let thee know the Truth of this 
thing; when I came to be convinced of this everlaſting truth, I 
ſaw my Calling would not ſtand before it ; I went, bur not in the 
Counſel of the Lord, and ſold moſt of my Infiruments ; howbeit 
that would not cover me, for the Lord met with me; and as 1 was 
learning to ſew,for I had formerly ſome inſight of a Tailors Trade, 
but I was too high to bow to it, till-the Truth came, and that is of 
powWer to make the ſtrong man bow, and l fitting alone, with my 
mind turned in, the Voice of the Lord ſaid, Gothy way, and bay 
thoſe Infiruments again thou lately ſoldeſt, and carry them and the reſt 
thou baft in thy hoſe to Toier Hill, and burn them there, a4 a T eſti- 
mony againſt that Calling. So 1 obeyed the Lord, and bought them 
322iD, and carried them, and all I had in my houſe, to Tower Hill, 
and burnt them there,according to the uprightneſs of my heart be- 
fore the Lord ; which Books and Inftruments did amount to more 
thanfour and tiventy pound ; and I had great peace, Glory be to 
God for ever. Amen. 

Mu, But might it not be a deltfion, and falſe motion ? were you 
never ſorry for. what you have done in this thing ? 

. Yes, I was very ſotry that when F had brought them to. 
Tower Hill, and had begun to ſet them on fire, and when the fire 
flamed upon them, the rade multirude would not ſuffer me to burn 
them, but put the fire out; ſo I was forced to Rtamp upon them, 
and break-them to pieces; for I cid it with much indignation, 
though my Father, and Grancfather, and Gieat-grandfather were 
Mufitians, yet he that was before hn was, taught me to do as I did; 
but I was'ſorry that I could not be avenged on them as I wovld ; bur 
the Lord did accept of it, and I had great-peace : And if at this 
time I had as many as Would amount to a thouſand pound of In- 
firuments and Books for that purpoſe,to the fire they ſhould all go; 
for the ſame indignation is With-me (ill agaioſt that praQtice, as 
againſt lying, and Realing;, and commicting adultery : yet there 
is ſomething in Muſick, but-there is a difference betwen the Harps 
of God, and the Harps of Men-; as there is a difference between 
the Natural man, and the Spiritual, 1 Cor.2, 14, 

Aa, Well, but my Friend, I muſt tell you what the Judge- 
ment 
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ment of wiſe men hath been in this your perverſe proceedings, 
for you were then diſtracted ſure enough, and it was a very great 
delution of the enemy, to perſwade you from ſo good a Calling ; 
and this they ſay further, That if the truth were known, you have 
been ſufficiently ſorry for it fince ; and ſome do verily believe, 
that you will be glad to follow it again, if you can but get an oppor- 
tunity ; and truly as my old acquaintance, I could wiſh that you 
would follow it again with all my heart, What ſay you Sit ? 

Qs. God forbid that ever ſuch a motion ſhould enter my heart, 
it never did nor never thall; What go bick and build again the 
things I have deſtroyed ? I have had opportunity ſufficient to go 
back again into Egypt - But to anſwer the thing thou ſpakeR, that if 
the truch were known, ſome ſ{ay,that I have bzen ſufficiently ſorry, 
Well, both thou and they (hall know the truth in this ching 3. In- 
deed I v:as ſorry at my very heart, and to this hour it troubles me, 
That ever I ſhould ſpend (ſo much of my pretious time ſo id:ly, in 
ſuch a curſed practice, Atts 11, 17, 

Mn. But was not David a man after Gods own beart > and he 
played before the Lord, and danced before the Ark. And in Solo- 
mons day there was Muſick in the Temple. 

Qs. What halt thou to do with David, ot with Solomon or the 
Temple > Where are your Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices, you that 
plead for your Mufick & Dancing, and inftance David & Solomon? 
Ye filthy hypocrites, would you have David, and Solomon, and the 
Temple to cover you ! Behold Neb#chadnezzar, that old Idolater, 
who ordained, That at the ſound of the Cornet, Sackbut, Dulcimer, 
and all his 2ang of Fidlers, mer muſt bow to bis [dol, And for this 
thouſand years, his Brother the Pope hath ſet up Maſs-houſes, and 
Muſick, and Organs, and Bells, and Queriſters in Idol Temples. 
For Paxls Church was called, The Temple of Diana. And Peters 
Church at Weſtminſter, T he Temple of Apollo, And in Rome they had 
the great God Tupiter, and in Florence, The T emple of Mars, Andin 
other places to other Idols. Now Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, and Diana 
were unclean Spirits and filthy Devils, See Biſhop Jewel of Saliſ- 
bary, in his Treatiſe of the holy Scriptures, Pag. 30. Andin Exg- 
lands Idol Temples, they fing Davids Lamentations, but never fol- 
low his PraRtice, Pſal. 6. Prov. 14. 9, Dan. 3, 15. 

As, Truly, me thinks when I go to Church, and hear the Or- 
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gins/4hd Voyces, and the Diſcords, and Concorde, I am even r2. 
viſhed to hear, and I can praiſe the Loxd with them, and tis to me 
as the joys of Heaven. 

Qs. That Heaven will be ſhaken, and thy Song will be turned 
into howvling;for ſuch Muſick and Singing was never ſet up of God, 
bur of men; and it takes With that part in man that ſerves nor 
God atight, but is for wiarh and judgement, Hoſ. 12, 26, 1 Coy, 
2. 24, 

Mu. Marry God forbid Friend, be adviſed what you ſay, and 
take. heed; for our moſt learned Divines and reverend Fathers in 
God that we have in England, do highly approve of Mulick. 

Qs. Tis never the better for that, nor they are never the better 
fot being called of men Divines, and Reverend Fathers in God , 
when they Perſecute the Saints, God is highly diſpleaſed with them 
and will give them blood to drink, Bur what effeRs hath Muſick 
brought forth, that men ſo highly efteem it? What fruit did Neba- 
chadnez2ars Muſick bring forth in his day, was it not to murder ? 
But the three. ſervants of the Lord would not baw to his Image at 
the ſound of his Pipes and his Fiddles, though others did, And 
how did Muſick and Dancing take the heart of the fooliſh King 
Herod , by means whereof he committed murder, and cauſed 
John Baptifts's Head to be cut oft, who was a blefled man, appro- 
ved of God, and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and was greater than the 
Prophets ; and becauſe he reproved him for having his Brothers 
Wife, rankor lay in the heart of the Damſels Mother, and when 
the Fidlers did (trike up, and the Wench began to dance, his af- 
fe&ionate love began to be enflamed to the Gitle, that he killed 
the Lords ſervant in coole blood, oy Fidlers and Dancing-Ma- 
ſers, let this Prefident break ycu off from your filthy praQiice ; 
Why do you dance without the Ark? Where 18 your Ark ? What 
Preſident have you in Scripture for yourDanceing? You ſet up the 
Devils Kingdom by your proud Calling : You let their Bodies in 
poſtures to enflame and take with the luliful Nature in men, and 
with proud Apparrel,and Spots on their Faces. #o to the Crown of 
Pride, What account will ye give to the Lord, ye Dancing-ma- 
fters, from whence came ye, where is your Ark? David danced 
before the Ark. O repent ye ſhamleſs men, will you not bluſh at 
your doipgs? If my Calling was unlawful, much more is yours ; b 
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do not provoke the Lord any more ; hafte, haſte, arid leave off your * ;;/*/'_ - Au 
practice before it lexve you, fog mat thank wyll.it -þe to you then, * * 
when you ſhall bre. off ſinning becauſe you cad fin no mote ? 

Mus. Truly Friend you make my heart ake, yet I have one que- 
Rion to ask you more : If our Mukick and Singing in our Churches 
is not of the Lord, who brought in theſe things ? 

Qs. Pope /itellian was the man, who being a luſty Singer, and 
freſh couragious Mulitian himſelf, brought into the Church Prick- 
Song, and Delcant, and all kind of ſweet and pleaſant melody. 

And becauſe nothing ſhould hinder the vain idle Ears of 
fond and fantaſtical men, he joyned the Organs with the curi- 
ous mulick, in the Year, 653, So *'tis more then a thouſand 
. years ago ſince this Pope ſet up Piping and Fidlipg in Churches, 
(as they Call them) as you may read in a Book called, The Re- 
liques of Rome : and fince by Queen El:zabeths Fidlers, T homas 
Sternhold, Fohn Hopkins and others, who ſtile themſelves Mu- 
fitians, theſe turned the Pſalms into Meeter, Hymn and Verſe, and 
ſet mey and women in the Idol Temples to fing, and deride holy 
David, For one ſayes, 1 am weary of my groaning ; all the night 
long make 1 my Bed to ſwim, I water my Couch with myteares, Are 
theſe any better than mock. verſes upon poor lamenting David ? 
for they that do not witneſs what they ſay, and alſo witneſs ſuch a 
State, are mockers; ſuch as were ſaid ſhould come 3n the laſt dayes, 
For when did Tho, Sternho/d, and John Hopkzns, or any of them 
. witneſs ſuch a State, to water their Conch with tears, and to faſt till 
men might tell their bones? This is no wayes conſiſtant with holy 
men, who wrote as they were moved by the holy Ghoſt, And another 
ſayes, O Lord I am not puft in mind, I have xo ſcornful look;: But were 
they not puft in mind to take upon them to turn the holy Scriptures 
into Poetry?and had they not a ſcornful look ? if not, why did it not 
content them to read the Scriptures as they were ? but they had ta- 
ken upon them things to wonderful for them, this did not David, 
Pſal. 13x, xz, Wherefore, Wo to the Pope and his Cardinals, to 
the Monks, Friars and Jeſuites, Biſhops, Lotrd- Biſhops, and all 
falſe Prophets and Hirelings, with their Organifts and Querifſters, 
Muſitians and Dancers on Ropes, with their Fidlers and Pipers ; 
Juglers, Cheaters and Gamſfters, Hunters and Haukers, Swearers 
and Cyars, -Drunkards and Hariots,. for all this is Babylon , ve 
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Maskers and Mummers ; and againſt all this is Cods wrath gone 
forth from the preſence of the Lamb: Their Plague is begun, 

Mz. But yet I think our Brethren, Thomas Sternhold , Fohn 
Hopkins and others, did think they did well; and how could the 
People imagine that it was the Muſitians Rate ? but their endea- 
vour Was to (hew how it was With David, and not themſelves, 

Qs. The People know that it was none of their condition, that's 
true ; bat what need had David of their rehearſal, and reading and 
ſinging hiscondition, and to ſonnd out their Pipes, with their Or- 
gans and Queriſters? all theſe Songſters deſpiſe Davids practice, 
Then is it not Mockery and Hypocrifie > Who hath required ſuch 
things at their hands? Ia. 1, 12, 

Hrs. Burt Friend, I have not forgot that you ſpake of a won. 
derful:Teacher, that doth far excell all that ever had a Name, 

Qs. He whom I told thee of doth teach ſuch Muſick that God 
hinielf will lien to : that's more than men ; Pſal, 69, 33, and 
72. 12, I4, 

Ms, Truly Friend, I could be glad if I could learn that Lefſon 
that might pleaſe the Lord ; pray what part is that which the Lord 
is pleaſed with ? - 

+ Qu. Theinward part alone ; Iſa. 31. 33. Pſal. 51.6, 

Mu. How contrary is this to our Huhck? for if we ſhould 
play the inward part alone, there is none would delight in our 
Muſick. : 

Qs. That which men deſpiſe, and Nations abhor,the Lord doth 
highly eſteem : and thatwhich men do highly efte=m, the Loxd ab- 
hors; Lake 16. 15, | ; 

Ma. Truly Friend, I would fain learn that Leflon that might 
pleaſe the Lord; for I with others have pleaſed men,and they have 
highly rewarded us ; but [truly ſince I came to ſpeak with you, 1 
do queſtion whether I have bleaſed the Lord in ſo doing, 

Qs. I was once playing a part with four more, more than 30 
years 220 ; and the parts hit with the Fuige, and came in with the 
Diſcards and Concords ſo very lovely, that it took very much with 
that part which ſands not in unity with the Lord : So that a Matter 
of Muſick being in the Room the ſame time, heard the parts, and 
took his Hat off his head, and flang it on the ground, and cryed 
aloud, ſaying, Now take Body and Soul and all! This he {aid who 
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never knew what his Soul was, nor An it would coſt to redeem it 
from dz{truftion, So I ſee, that Muſick pleaſes well that which is 
for deſtruction, and grieves that which God doth highly eſteem and 
honour ; 1ſe. 4%. 21, | 

Mu, Truly Sir, I am ſomething deſirous to know further ; Pray 
here dwels this Maſick-Teacher ? 

Qs. Come and ſee, 

Ms. I would gladly ſee him and hear him, and would go far to 
learn of him ; pray tell me where he dwells? 

Qs. He dwells Inviſible. , 

Mu. How can a man learn of him that dwells invicble? you 
ſpeak ag4f you did not intend that I ſhould know, 

Qs. Yes verily, I would have thee knoiv, and do not think it 
ſtrange becauſe I thus ſp2ak, for be that ſearcheth the heart, and try- 
eth the reins, 1s Inviſible ; and ſome there bz that learn of him, 
Fer. I7,7. 

Ms. Tis true, I know that we muſt all be taught of God, but 
that is not the queſtion now; but if you will not tell me where 
he dwells, then tell me his name, that I may find him out. What 
call you his Name ? 

Qx, His Name is called, The #ord of God, Rev. 19. 13. 

Ms. What a ſtrange man are you, what an Anſwer is this, why 
do you anfver ſocroſly ? I rook you for a wiſe.man once, but are 
you not noiy turned fool ? But I have heard of ſuch a Name; well 
if his Name be called, The Word of God, it is a far better Name in 
my opinion, than So/omon the King : but I hope you will not be an- 
ory, for Quakers do not uſe to be angry, 

Qs. Nay I am not angry with thee one whit for thou haſt ſpoke. 
the Truth ; and there is witneſs born both in Heaven and in-Earth 
to this Name : for he whoſe Nane ig called, The Word of God, is a 
far more excellent Name then Solomon the King ; for every Name 
and power in beaven and earth, ſhall bow, and mult bow to this Name. 
Read As 4.12, Phil, 2, 4, 10. 

Mu. But pray Friend, doth he prick Plain-Song or Intableture? 
for ifhe prick Plain-Song, I do not fear bur I ſhall learnt, 

Q«. He pricks very plain ; for every Note is as eaſily ſeen as 4 
white Sembrif or Minnom, Fohn 16, 15, 

Mu, Truly I amglad to hear m you Quakers ſpeak —_— 
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bly ſometimes, though it 1s but ſeldom; it joys me much, for now 
T hope | ſhall learn that Leſſon that God is well pleaſed with, Bug 
vhere doth he prick his Notes ? 

Qs. He pricks at the Heart, and brings his puke Light into the 
Conſcience, that thou and all the men and women in the world 
may read; yea,that they that run on in their wickednefs may read ; 
becauſe the Book of Conſcience 1s open that all men may ſee hoiy 
*cis with them, and may come to ſee who they have pierced, And 
thus men begin to mourn their parts, and their wives apart ; and 
this takes more in the ears of the Lord, than all the Baby/oniſh 
Worthip and Muſick in the world, As 2.37, Zech.r2.12.,Mat, 5.4, 
'. Ms, Now wois me; is it come to this ; my hopes are fruſtra« 
ted; Is there no way but I muſt come in at this door > Well, I do 

perceive that the Quakers preach not for gold nor filver, for if you 
did you would never preach after this manner ; for who can take 
any pleaſure in this DoRtine ? I ſee now what you drive at ; for 
when Peter preacht to the Jewes, he told chem, that they had mur- 
dered and betrajed hins whom God had made both Lord and King : And 
when they beard this, they were pricked at their hearts : crying owt ; 
Men and Brethren, what ſhall we da? Tiuly I do beheve there be 
but few Muſitians that ever learnt this Leſſon, 

Qs. Mind the gift of God in thy heart; Chiiſt J-ſas the true 
Teachzr ; and prize thy pretzous time, that it may bE bleſſed to 
thee ; remember hoy that he hath waited on thee long. Oprize the 
forg-ſuffering of the Lord,for it is high'rime for thee nov toreuurn, 
Row. 2. 4. | | 
Mu. Would to God I vere of afy other Calling;for I verily be- 
ftieve that God wilt overthrow all pleaſant things, and all falſe 
Worſhip ': I am-ſorry I have lived fo vainly, 

' 'Bap, Icoutd like the - Owakers well; if they did not deſpiſe the 
Ordinances ; #s Water-Bapriſme, and Breatgand Wine which aie 
the two Sactaments. ; ; 

#, Who gave you Baptiſts Commiſſion to Baptize men and woe 
ftien With Water ? God never ſent you, yer you run ; but God 
ſent Febn to Baptize with Water, and ſome of his Apoſtles did it in 
their freedom ; artd who gave you Commitſion to eat Bread and 
to drink Wine? The Lord Jeſus gave it to his Diſciples ; bur 


whoſe Diſciples are you ? Ye pleaſe your belly,and your _—_ of 
things 


"»** 


T9 

things that are ſeea ; but we look, not at the things that ave ſeen, for 
they are Carnal ; but the things that are not ſeen are Eternal : But 
Bread, Wine and Water are icen. No marvel that you love good 
Bread and good Wine, and cry them up for Ordinances ; but if in 
its place you would put bread of Affliction, and water of Affliction 
till he came, and come every Firlt Day to eat this bread of af: &i- 
on, and water of affliction ; you would not cry up your Ordinan- 
ces ſo much as you do, neither would you have the tenth part of 
Communicants as you have. Are you not aſhamed to intrude into 
thoſe thiogs you have no Commiſſion for ? Poor David would not 
meddle with things that were too high for him, Plal, 131, x, Bat 
when did you Bapriſts witneſs Davids Rate ? My teats have been my 
weat day and night, Pal. 42.3. And again, [ have eatew aſhes like 
bread, and mingled my drink, with weeping, Plal, 102, 9. And when 
did you Baptiſts faſt till men might rell your bones ? ( as ſome of 
the Quakyrs have done) Are you any better than Queen-E/iz.4- 
beths Fidlers, that turned the holy ſayings of David into Meeter, 
Hymmand Verſe ? O be aſhamed and come to the Light, and that 
will let you ſee, how you have lept above the Life of Chriſt and his 
Diſciples. Come down ye exalted Spirits, to the lowly Seed ; and 
Learn of him that 1s meek, and low is heart, 

Bap. Did not the Lord command his Apoſtles to Baptize all 
Nations, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy 
Ghoſt ? 

Qs. Yea, that he did, But who gave you Commiſſion to Bap- 
tize any ? Beſides, you are blind Guides indeed, to go and Bap- 
tize with Water, and bring the Apoſtles Commiſſion for it; and 
there was no Wateratall init, And Chriſt himſelf Baptized none 
with Water ; for he was not ſent to Baptizz with Water, but with 
the Holy Ghoſt. And Paxl was not ſent to Baptize with Water, but to 
Preach the Goſpel. But you Baprifts were never yet ſlain; you ne- 
ver yet px: on the Lord Feſws Chriſt, Wren did you put on his Suffer= 
in2s and Sorrows ? and how are you k;l/ed all the day ? For, if you 
wore ſlain with Chriſt fromthe Rudiments of the World ; why, as living 
in the World, are je ſubjeft ro Ordinances ? Surely you do not believe 
that Chriſt is come, Gal. 3. 27. 

Bap. Nay ; We donot believe that Chriſt is come, though we 
do wlieve he did once come ; but we look for him to come the ſe- 
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- Os. He that believeth not that Jeſus Chriſt s come inthe fleſh, is 
Antichriſt : and thou ſayeſt, thou doſt not believe that Chriſt is 
come, becauſe thou lookeſt not where he is manifeſt in the flcſh, 
but thou lookeſt for him without, And, Zs not Chriſt in thee , except 
thou be a Reprobate? 1 John 4. 3. Col. 1.27. 

Bap. Doth not the Text ſay, Ye men of Galilee, why ſtand ye gaze 
ing up to Heaven ? this ſame Jeſus which you now ſee go into Heaven, 
ſhall fo come in like manner 44 ye ſee hinw, 

Qs. Fiiend, Leave ct thy gazing ; for they were reproved that 
eazed : Burtcome theu and learn of that Woman, and go ſweep the 
houſe,and light the Candle, that thou mayeſt find the loſt Groat or Pearl, 
Chriſt Feſw, in thy heart 3 and be not faithleſs, but believe, This is 
in love to you Baptiſts, whoare loytering away your precious time, 
for that which never did, nor can make perfect, Atts 1,11, Luke 
IF, 9. 
Bap, Perfet; Why itis a very great queſtion to me, Whethex 
ever any man was perfe&in this Life, ſaving Chriſt himſelf ; nay, 
or ever can be, *'Tis true indeed, you Quakers do hold ſuch Te- 
nets, but I do not believe it; therefore prove it me by Scripture 
if you can, fiom Geneſis to the end of the Revelations, See, I have 
given thee the whole Bible to prove it; but you Quakers deny the 
Scripture. 

Qs, Thou haſt given me Scripture room ſufficient, that's true 
but to ſay the Quakers deny the Scripture, in that thou beliek the 
Innocent, Fob 4. 7. 

Bap. Well, I have given you Scripture-room enough, but I be- 
tieve you cannot do it ; for 1 have ſearched the Scriptures as well 
a$ any of you. : 

QOn«a. But i hou mayeft erre, not knowing the Scriptures ; nor yet the 
Power of God, Noah was a Juſt man, and Perfeft in bis Generation, 
Gen. 6.9. Here was a Jnſt and Perfett man, approved of God him. 
(elf. And again, God gave teſtimony of Enoch, That he pleaſed 
Ged, for he walked with God, and was not, for God tock him : and be= 
fore his tranſlation he had this teſtimony, T hat be pleaſed God, Gen, 
5. 24. Heb. 11. 5. And again, the Lord juſtified Abrabaw, after 
he had ſaid unto him, Watk before me, and bethou perfeft ; ard Ab- 
»abams did ſo; for God bore teſtimony of him, and ſaid, Abrabam 
ebezed my Face, and kept my Charge, my Commandments, wy Son 
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and my Laws, Gen. 26, py, Yea verily, and Abraham was cflled 
The Friend of God, And aguin, God bore teftimony of Job, That 
he was a perfeit man, that did fear God, and eſchewed evil, Job 1. Now 
Friend, Here are four men whom God bore witneſs off 5; What 
haſt thou againſt them? And Dawid was a man after Gods own heart, 
and God bore witneſs of him that he fail:d in nothing ſaving in the 
matter of Kriah the Hittite, 1 Kings 15,*5, And who didever g0 
beyond him in his repentance ? Yer after this he did witneſs a per- 
fect tate; For, ſaid he, God # my ſtrength, be maketh my way per- 
felt, 2 Sam. 22, 33, And again, 7 will walk, within my houſe with 
4 perfelt beart, Pſal, 101. 2. And King Hezekiah (aid, Lord remens- 
ber now, I beſeech thee, how I have walked before thee in Truth, and 
with a perfeit beart, Ila. 38, 3. And ſaith David, Mark the Per- 
felt man, behold che Upright ; the End of that man i Peace ; Pal, 
37.37. And agiin, The Lord hath not ſeen lniquity in Facob, nor 
Perverſneſs in Iſrael ; xs thou mayeſt read, Namb. 23.21, And 

avain, They that are in Chriſt Jeſus, are New Creatures, I in them, 

and they in me, perfelt in one ; John 17, And, Be you Perfett as 
Jour Father which s in Heaven us perfeft ; Mat, 5. And ſaith the 

Apoſtle, We ſpeak wiſdoms to thens that ave Perfett; x Cor. 2. 6, 

2 Cor. 2,11, #ho ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods Eleft ? 

Rom. 8, And ſaith Paul, That we may preſent every man perfelt in 

Chriſt Feſws, Col. 1. 28. Epheſ, 4. 12, Col. 4. 12, x Thel. 3. 

10, 2 The, 3. 17. H:b., 7. 19. Heb. x0, 14. Heb. 12. 23. Heb, 

13.21. Jam, 2,2:, Jam, 3.2, 1 Pet, 5, 10. 1 Fobn 4. 18. 

Rev. 14. F. ; 

Ms, Truly Frienl, Baptif, we are all out of the way, we have 
ſpoke too much by heuſay of them, that they do deny the Scrip- 
tures ; I vould you hal not ſaid ſo : But I ſee the poor Quakers 

t up mach wrong, fur we have had very hard thoughts of them, 
and they have been derfled, and mocked, and hated of many ; in- 
ſomuch that they have ben puniſhed to death, many of them z but 
for my part I (hall be file\t hereafter, for I ſee they have been miſ- 
repreſented : Andalthowh ive have ſaid, No man can be Perfe& 
in this Life; yet who is ale to withſtand theſe ſound Scriptures ? 
and I have heard many ſay, That a man may come to be as wicked 
as the Devil himſelf : but tuly I do believe that God is above the 
Devil ; yet I do not excuſe iy (elf, for Iam a grievous finner, and 

never 
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- - nevt l1Bok'to come to ſucha fare; as to be Perfe&in this Life, 

* --Bap;*Why no. For the righteouſeſt man that is ſins ſeven times 
a day: Yea, Job» himſelf ſaid, he was « ſinner; or elſe he would 
not have ſaid, #e ; for the word we, implies himſelf as well as they, 
But if we ſay we have no ſin, we deceive our ſelves, and the truth is not 
11 4. 

Qs, Do not bely the Scripture, nor the Spirit that gave it forth, 
for holy men wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghoft : and it no 
where ſaith, That the rigbteouſeſt man that ts ſins ſeven times a day, 
Bat, Stand in awe, and fin not, And as for Jobn, he was a holy man, 
a Divjne, and could not fin : but he wrote to Children ; fir, that 
they might have fellowſhip with them who were Apofiles. But they 
being Children, had not fellowſhip with them, who had fellowſhip 
with the Father, and with the Son Feſws Chriſt ; becauſe they were 
ſubje& to fin. And beſides, Children are apt to fin, and to think 
themſelves better than they are ; which made the Apolile ſay this: 
If me ſay, we have fellowſhip with bins, and walk in darkneſs, we lhe, 
and do not the trmth, ( Mark ) For this I do affirm, That if John had 
ſaid he had been a (inner, he had lyed ; for, no ſinner hath fellow- 
ſhip vith-God. -For, He that commuts fin, ts of the Devil ; and God 
hath no fel{ow(hip with Devils : . But be that #5 birn of Ged doth not 
commit fin: And John was born of God, 'as be ſaid : though he 
came to his own, yet his own received him no; bat to 45 many 4s 
received him, to them gave he poxer.to become the Sor:s of God : (and 
Tobndid receive him ;) who were born ( mark ) 10! of blood, nor of the 
will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God, Yet the Apoſtle did 
uſe a condeſcending word to the Children, nm ſaying We, But let 
all men take heed, how they call that common, which God hath clean- 
ſed. Yet this I ſay, in the truth of God, That if any (hall ſay, rÞey 
have no fin, when GodsWitneſs in them don condemn them for fin; 
they then make God 4 lyar, and we are 31 ſenſible, that God will 
not clear the guilty, ' But if we confeſs owr ſns, he ts juſt, to {orgive us 
our fins, and to cleanſe us from all wnrightenſneſs. And again, If wh 
ſhall ſay that we have not ſinned, we lye,and do not thetrmth, But be 
that us born of God finneth not ; for his ſed remanneth in him, and be 
cannot ſin. becauſe he is born of God, Add John ſaid, he ſhould have 
boldneſs in the Day of Fudgament ; becaſſe,as he is, ſo are we, ſaith he, 
inthu Life, | | | 
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Bap. But doth not the Apoſtle ſay, Fe and others ſpeak, after the 
fame manner ? Pa, | 

Qs. Yea; for inſtance, James ſaid We, as well as Fohn ; 1n ma- 
wy things WE ſin all, But Fames was not in the many things, butin 
the one Seed,the Anointiog,and could fin no more than Fohn, And 
e22in he (aid We ; For, ſaith he, with the tongue we bleſs God, and 
with the tongue we curſe men, made after the Image of God, But did 
Fam:s Curie men ? 

Mus, God forbid. For I bzlieve that Fames was a very honeſt 
man, and would not Curſe men, Fam. 3.9. But pray Friend, why 
did Paul ſay, The good that 1 wmonld do, 1 do not ; and the evil that 1 
would not do, that do I ? 

Qs, Truly Fiend, that vas a good tate, tocry out, being un- 
der the ſenſe of a body of fin ; and to feel fin exceeding finful, I 
verily believe there was ſuch a day with Pas/,but the Lord brought 
him our of that Rate;as he ſaid ; For the Law of the Spirit of Liſe,in 
Chriſt Feſms, hath ſet me free from the Law of ſin and death. *Tis to, 
Roms, 7. 24. & 8. 2. . 

. Bap. Why do you Quakers hold falling away ? For once in 
Chriſt and ever in Chrilt ; and ſo fn palt, and preſent, and to come 
is done away. ; 

Os, How can Baptiſts fall away from the Truth, that are not 
come co it ; or fall from Chriſt, who are not in Chiint ? For 1 re- 
Kifie in the Spirit of Truth, that there 1s as great a gulfe berween 
you Bapriſts that are not in Chriſt, and thoſe that are 1n the Truth, 
as there was between Abraham and Drives, But they that are in 
Chriſt, and do abide in Chrift, are his Diſciples : But they that 
are in him, and do not abide in him, they will be caft forth as a 
branch, and ſo it withereth, and men caft it into the fire, ſaith 
Chriſt Jeſus, Fob» 15. But if thou couldeſt make that good, That 
fix paſt, preſent, and to come, is put away ; thou wouldeſt be s 
friend to the Ranters, and to the old Apoſtates ; and (o make the 
ſayings of Chriſt and the Prophets of none effect : But thou and 
they will find it otherwiſe, except ye repent. And I know alſo, 
( though I bear you no malice, but wiſh that you may be delivered 
from vyrath to come 3; and that you may come to the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, by true repentance towards God, and faith through owr Lord 
Teſm Chri#t) there is an antipatby ip you againki the truth of _ 
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and Gvds friends, called Quakers, For in times peſt T had been 
delivered out of Priſon, had it not bzen for a Baptiſf-Charir. Man, 
Bat Pazl-was in the ſame condition, when he was Sas! ; for he 
thought verily chat he muſt do many things againſt Jeſus of Naza- 
reth; which thing 1 did in Jeruſalem, and many of the Saints did 1 
ſhut np in Priſon ; and when they were to be .put todeath, 1 pave my 
vorce apainſi them, Acts 16.6, 10. Andthis I ſay in the fear of the 
Lord, not ſparing avy, whoever they are, that are and (hall be 
found workers of Iniquity ; they muſt depart from him, although 
they may be called Quakers : yet if they go fromtheir edfatinets, 
and fromthe Truth, and become ſuch'as torſake the aſſemblings of 
themſelves together, as ſome do and have done ; ſuch are gone from 
their firſt Love, and have damnation : Yea, and if ſuch do nat 
ſpeedily return, and witneſs _—_—_ they are in danger-tofin 
againſt the holy Ghoſt : for: ſuch Crucify unto. themſelves the Son of 
God, and pat hins to open ſhame : yea, ſuch trample under foot the Son 
of God, and count the blood of the New ("avenant an unholy thing, by 
which they were ſanthfied : Notwithttanding ſuch did taſte ot the 
heavenly gift, and of the power of the world to come, Such were 
in the dayes of Old, who-were called, T he. Sons of God, And the 
Sons of God went in to the Daughters of men, and were drowned with the 
wicked, Gen. 8:2, Ezck, 16; 22. and 34. 7, Heb, 6. 6. and 10, 
25,26, 
Mu. But truly Friend, *cis pitty that ſo many good men that are 
in £nglazd, and other parts, who fear God ; for1 amperſivaded 
tbar'there are ſome gaod men among the Baptiſts,and ndependants, 
the Presbyters and Epiſcopal, yea and Papiſts too, that are very ſti 
men, and ſerve God inftanily ; and what, are they all caſt away 
becauſe they are not Quakers? 
- Qu. Whycal!'ſt.chou them: good ? therr is none good but God,and 
they that are caught of -Godz-and dohear Whar-the Spiriz.of Truth 
doth ſay tothem, and obey it ; and ſuch, their praiſe -44 not of men 
but of Ged, But as to the fear of the Lotd, that is very precious, 
God will b:ing ſuch to the Truth, from out of all the barren pla- 
ces ; For, God 6 no reſpefter of perſons ; but in every Nation, be that 
feares God, and works Righteouſneſs, # atcepted of him, 1 \ay, ſuch 
will God bring to bis Everlaſting Truth, as he did Cornelius. But 
as for the generality of rhoſe men thou ſpakelt of, T hey have a zeal 
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of God, but not according to knowledge + For there is one thing that 
God doth require, and they deſpite that one thing ; ſo their Pray- 
ers cannot be heard, Roms, 10, 2, 3, 

Mzs.Pray what is that One thing which makes them uncapable of 
acceptation?for methinks, 'tis great pitty that ſo many good men, 
as I call them,ſhould not be accepted. Surely you judge too hardly, 

Q«. I dare not daubz with untempred morter ; for where they 
are, I was; viz. in Performances, in Ordinances, in Family Du- 
ties, in Hearing, in Reading, in Prayers, in Faſtings in my own 
Will, and all this was Will- Worſhip : but when that One thing 
came which is needful, I became very poor and needy; and I do 
find, and therefore do teftifie for God, that while men are in their 
natural Rate, they cannot _ God ; nay, all men rather are diſ- 
pleaſed at that of God in their own hearts, though they may think 
themſelves never ſo Religious, For Pax! ſaid, T bat be thought ve- 
rily,that he was to do many #hings contrary to Feſus of Nazareth. Well, 
but when I came to bend my mind to that of God in me, which is 
Chriſt ; his pure Law in my heart, ſhewed fin to be exceeding fin- 
ful, and then I began to leain to be a fool ; inſomuch, that I durſt 
not give thanks for the Victuals that were ſet before me, Pſal, 39. 
2, Rom.7. 13. 

Ms. Truly then you were unworthy ofitin my judgement; for 
we mult give thanks and praiſe God for all his Benefits : Lord, what 
ſad People are you Quakers! I did neyer hear ſuch a word before, 

Qs, Ah Friend, Gods wayes are not like mans wayes ; neither 
are mans teachings like unto God's teachings : for when the Lord 
comes, his Commandment is, S:/exce «ll fleſh; and that Tongue 
which could Preach,and Pray,and give Thanks, muſt come to know 
a Bridle from good words, and bad words : Even as Daz ſaid, / 
kept filence even from good words, though ſore againſt my will, For 1 
had often praiſed God with that tongue that had told Lieg 
before Truth came; and Truth brought its Bridle and tied mg 
up, ſo I gave up that to the Famine, which was for the Fa- 
mine : andwith my tongue I had cfren called God, Father, be- 
fore that was born that ſhould call him Father; as many Pro- 
feflors dothis day; but when they ſhall turn to the One thing that 
isncedful, and part with all for that One things ſake; then the bro. 


ken heart will riſe,then no my tothe eyes,nor ſlumber to the - 4 
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lids, till that be felt born'that comes to do the will of God:and be- 
fore this time,or about this rime, men come to fit down and reckon 
what it will coſt them,for all is to be given up within and wichout, 
and ſuch come in at the right door : yet were it not for the mercy 
of the Lord, we could never hold our, Luke 14,28. Now we come 
to witneſs the ſaying of the Lord Jeſus, Without me ye can do no- 
thing : For indeed the way is very Rrait, and the gace narroiv, but 
God hath laid help upon one that is mighty, and he hath met us, to 
©0 before us : O bleſſed be the Lord ! 

. CMynu, But doth not the Lord ſay, Buy wine and milk without mo- 
ney and without price? Then why doſt thou tell us of coſt and char= 
ves? Is not the grace of God free ? 

* Qs, Yesverily ; yea, and the Teſtimony of the Lord is true, 
for no gold or filver can buy the Truth; yer it is to be bought ; for 
faith Chiif, who is the Witdom, Buy the Truth,and ſell it not, Prov, 
23.22, | . 

A This is ftrange Do ine, and methinks you are a ſtrange 
People, and your Language is ſtrange, and your Carriage ſtrange ; 
You ftand much upon Thee and T how, and Tea, and Nay. 

.. Come to the Witneſs of. God in thy own patticular, and 
thou ſhalt know the reaſov, why we ate ſo fearful to diſpteaſe the 
Lord t Oh when the fear is over the heart, Jeſt we ſhould offend 
with our tongue, We are ſafe : And as for thee and thou, we had ne- 
ver learnt irexcept the Lord bad caught it us, for I could willingly 
have ſpoken the old Language which was from the Pope, Tow, to a 
parttculay ; but the Language of the Spirit is thaw to one, and you 
to many, as thou mayeſt read from the beginning of Geyeſis, to the 
end of the Revelations; though I could willingly have gone miles 
about, than meet my old Companions to \ 7 the plain language 
to them. And as I was faithful in a lictle, the Lord made me Rron- 
eerand fiionger, But when 1 ſaid to one,you,the Lord would (mite 
and judge me for it. And as yea, and nay, are faithfully performed 
tn the power of the Lord, and to ſtand faithful toit : Men will as 
foon take our ye, or 147, a$ others Boxds, But theſe little things 
coſt me and others very dear ; and whoever will be his diſciple, he 
muſt not deſpiſe the day of ſmall chings ; but muſt take up the dai- 
ty Croſs and follow him. This is true, Mat. 10, 38, 


- Mu, Indeed I bave heard in the Goſpel, that we muſt ſeek the 
Mo agh: King. 
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Kingdom of Heaven firſt, ado Righteouſneſs thertof, and all other 
things ſhall be added. That is a very plain Scripture ; but wao is able 
to do (o ? Surely but very few, 

Qs, Many in this day of the Lord have denyed all, and have 
taken up the daily Cioſs, and have followed him, and axe well ſa- 
tisfied in what they have done : Glory for ever be tothe Lord; 
Mat. 5.20, 

Ms. O the way to heaven is-a very hard, ſtrait, and narrow 
way, and few-there be that find it : What will become of me vile 
wretch ? 

Q«, That which preſents thee vile in thine own eye, and in ſe» 
cret reproves thee for fin; O love that, Rev. 3. 9. 

Mu. Friend, Pray for me, for now 1 begin to hate my felf and 
my Calling, but how ſhalt I love that which reproves me ? would 
you indeed have me do ſo? how contrary is this,to our Religton 2+ 

Qs, Take heed to Gods Witneſs, and give up to obey it, and 
oivn the indignation of the Lord,as David did, becauſe he had fin- 
ned againſt him ; So the Light of Chriſt will let thee ſee thy fn, 
But believe the Light and follow the Light, and look not ſo much 
at the Gn, as at him who will ſave thee out of the hands of all thine 
Enemies: For a mans enemies are they of his own houſe. But as 
thou mindeſt the Light, it will judge and condemn fin, and raiſe a 
defire in thee to do the will of God; and thou muſt have a care not 
quench that defire. 

Mu, Truly, I think there is ſomething in me, I cannot be at 
pores nor at quiet for it ; and ſometimes I am grievouſly affright-- 
ed. 

Qs, "Tis the Witneſs of God ; this way my caſe once : Give 
up in obzdience to him, and love his Reproofs, for the reproofs of 
Inftrution is the way of Life : *Tis ſo, Prov. 3. 11, 12, 

Mu. Well Friend, I have irove much to oppoſe you, though in 
my ſelf I have been reproved for it : for I do belteve that both 
God and good men love the honeſt Quakers, But if I and alt 
Men do oppoſe you, yet you go on ; ſurely there.is a miraculous 
hand upholds you, that you ſo hold your integrity ; truly Friend, I. 
have a 9004 mind to hear you, but I would not be ſeen, 

Qs, Tis meet for thee to try all things,and hold faſt that which 
is good ; but thou muſt not be afraid of men if thou wilt be -- fol-- 
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lowerof Chiift, Take heed, and agree with thy Adverſary quickly, 
while tho art in the way with him, and he with thee, Mat. 5. 25. 

Mu. But I have read that the Devil is my Advetrſary, muRt I 
agree With him ? 

Qs, Nay : Thou haſt been at agreement with him too long al- 
ready ; but thou muſt agree with him that reproves thee for thy 
fin, and look well to thy precious time, while the Spirit yet ſtrives 
with thee, and let all people take beed of deferring their time. Bur 
hearken ro his voice,whule it. # called to day : For now «the acceptable 
time, now #s the day of Salvation : Gods long- ſuffering waits t0 be 
gracious 4s it did in the days of Noah, Therefore hatte, nafte, come 
out of all uncleannefs, and of all falſe Worſhips : ler all men take 
heed how they withſtand their day ; for Gods Spirit will not al- 
ways ftrive with men, leſt it ſhould fail before him, and the ſouls 
that he hath made. | F 

S. E&, 


THE. END. 


